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Text: “And when Joseph saw that his father laid his righnhd upon the
head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he heldhigfather’'s hand, to
remove it from Ephraim’s head unto Manasseh’s he#&ed Joseph said
unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is timstborn; put thy right
hand upon his head. And his father refused, amndi $&now it, my son, |
know it” (Genesis 48. 17 - 19).

We have a very old man here, Jacob, on the vdrgeemity, on
the verge of heaven. And how blessed were Jadabtsdays! He had
had a mixed life. He had known many sorrows, mofdine chastening of
God. There had been many sins, many faults with hBut in his last
days there seems to be not a single cloud in lyis €&k what a wonderful
thing it is: “The hoary head is a crown of gloryitibe found in the way of
righteousness.” We do not see it much today. Yndear that prayer,
“Let their last days be their best days,” but witlost people, their last
days are not their best days. Why, it is diffictdt say. But in past
generations there were so many people who came tintine grave like a
shock of corn fully ripe. But today it does noaltg seem that with most
people their last days are their best days. Bwa# so with Jacob. Have
you noticed that sometimes he is called Jacob,santktimes Israel, and
sometimes you get Jacob and Israel in the samersmntin the same
verse? | think you will usually find that when tfesh is prevailing, he is
called Jacob, and when the spirit is prevailingjshealled Israel, and it is
almost entirely Israel in this chapter.

Here was an aged man on the verge of eternityharldoks back.
At this time he was not only aged, but he was uhwelis beloved son
Joseph visits him, bringing his two children, Masets and Ephraim with
him, and it seems that Jacob just began to mudkeoyears that are past.
You do not read of any greeting. You do not reddaoy human
salutation. You do not read of any earthly enquiryou read, “God
almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land ofg@an and blessed me.
He goes right back to his spiritual beginnings.
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“Dost mind the place, the spot of ground,
Where Jesus did thee meet?”

Are there ever times when you can go back riglyotar beginnings, to the
place where God first met with you, and can you, Skl blessed me
there™? As he muses, some of his trials come bdian, especially that
very great sorrow. Yet there does not seem arnycpiar point or reason
why he should mention it. But it comes in. “Ag ime, when | came
from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Cama#me way, when yet
there was but a little way to come unto Ephratld kburied her there.”
There is the remembrance of the many sorrows tireddch he has been
brought.

And then you find some of the wonderful languagg the speaks
by way of testimony. He says, “God, before whom fatyrers Abraham
and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all mg ldng unto this day.”
He bears witness to the faithfulness of God, titeffdness of God despite
his own unfaithfulness. When he says, “which feel afi my life long,”
he means that God had been a Shepherd to him (briegstern country
and Jacob having been a shepherd). The margirs givéGod which
shepherded me all my life long.” It is a wonderthing if you can look
back and trace the faithfulness of God, despite yalir sins and
shortcomings and failures, despite all the wandgriof your heart, that
God has fed you to this day, has shepherded ythisalay. You can say,

“Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go.”

“God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaacwidk, the
God which fed me all my life long unto this dayHe has looked back to
Bethel, to Luz. He has remembered the preciousiges. Now he
bears witness that not one good thing had failedalbfthat God had
promised. He bears witness to the faithfulnessat.

“The Angel” — with a capita” — “the Angel which redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads.” Joseph was naing doubt as to whom this
Angel was. It was not a created angel. It wasStwe of God, the Angel
of the covenant. Joseph must often have heard fisnfather of that
Angel who wrestled with him to the break of daydalacob said, “I will
not let thee go, except Thou bless me.” “And Hesbéd him there.” It
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was redemption. These old patriarchs had a gdagdore They had not
any Bible to read, any preacher to listen to, ampel to attend, but they
had a good religion. They got it all direct fronods Jacob knew the
wonders of redemption. “The Angel which redeemez from all evil.”
Now how many of you can look back and speak of wwnders of
redemption?

“E’er since, by faith, | saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.”

The wonders of redemption, despite all your sin godr unworthiness
and your guilt. The wonders of redemption!

“The Angel which redeemed me from all evil.” Anbden of
course Jacob uses it in the sense of deliverafmember how he said
to Pharaoh, “Few and evil have the days of thesy@ammy life been.”
There were many evils that he knew in various waisit now he can
look back, like Paul did. Paul spoke of all theagous trials, but then he
looked back: “But out of them all the Lord delivdrme.” And old Jacob
looks back and he says, “The Angel which redeemedfnom all evil,
bless the lads.”

So first of all we have old Jacob, this dear, gquiitriarch on the
borders of the land, on the verge of eternity. Alneh we have Joseph.
He too could look back and see the mysterious nigslof God, the way
the Lord had led him; so strange, but now he deal$ plain enough. As
he said to his brethren, “Ye thought evil against ivut God meant it unto
good.” He could trace that God had not made arsyakes.

“Tis the right way, though hard and rough,
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And when our faith is turned to sight,
We’'ll know the ways of God were right.”

Now Joseph did not always know it. O what a likehad had — a
mysterious life, snatched away from his loved fatleuelly treated by his
brethren, thrown into the pit, sold to the Midiasit tempted by Potiphar’s
wife, falsely accused by her, thrown into prisonrgbtten, and then
exalted next to the throne. We have that wordtepen’s speech, Acts
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7: “The patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Josepb Egypt: but God was
with him.” He did not always feel that God was lwhim. He did not
always know that God was with him. “But God washMim.” That did

not mean he was free from trouble: he had muchbteou But God was
with him and God made every trouble, every sorneark together for his
real good and the good of all his people.

Joseph too can look back and he can trace theenoss
sovereignty of God. But it was not always thatbald see it. “Until the
time that his word came: the Word of the Lord triech.” It will try you.
We are told that the iron entered into his veryl.soMow he looks back
and he sees that all was right — brought safelyutin, re-united with his
dear father, reconciled to his brethren — the dnitiedthing is better than
the beginning. O beloved friends, with you it & the end yet. You will
prove the end of the thing is better than the begn You may have to
wait, and you may have to wait long, but you wibye that the end of the
thing is better than the beginning.

“Yes, dearest Lord, 'tis my desire
Thy wise appointments to admire;
And trace the footsteps of my God,
Through every path in Zion’s road.”

One thing we notice with Joseph: he had been wdulteexalted,
but we still see that humility with him. We fincskph bowing down
before Jacob with his face to the earth. Thigasg There are so many
people and when they get on in the world, they destheir parents. |
remember in my little native town how marked thiasyit was a talking
point in the town. One was the vicar. They sdithaé met his aged
father, he did not talk to him, did not acknowledgen. | saw it with my
own eyes. The poor, aged man turned round any stalled after his
son, a professed minister. And the other was thef ecnspector on the
local buses, and his little old father was a dédmean. He always used
to wear a pair of clogs. But when his son met limmwould not speak to
him. It is not often it goes as far as that, buspirit there are so many
people who when they were low down, when they wergouble, when
they were struggling, they were so humble, but wtiery were exalted,
they seemed to forget former days. Now Josephndid You see the



way in which this great man — he was almost like phime minister —
bowed himself before old Jacob with his face togagh. That is grace.

And Joseph was concerned about his family. Perlyap are
concerned about your family. What he wanted wa$fad to bless them.
There is something here we do not have today. oltheatriarchs seemed
to have a right to bestow a blessing, and the reakiseph brought
Manasseh and Ephraim with him was because he wantkedacob to
bless them. Now of course we cannot do that tod&fe cannot take our
children to any man, any minister, and ask himles®them. But we can
pray God for the blessing, and we can ask ourdsen pray God for the
blessing. These two boys, Manasseh and Ephrainst rhave had
everything. They must have been almost like psnc&he wealth of
Egypt was at their feet. But Joseph wanted thesblg of God to rest
upon them. Nothing less would do. So he seeks ftloim his aged
father, that he would bestow the blessing upon them

We can be mistaken in reading this chapter. Msstasand
Ephraim were both grown up at this time. Bothlemh must have been
at least over twenty years of age. We have itrlyléhat they were born
to Joseph before Jacob came down into Egypt, afdhtidoeen in Egypt a
long time. When we read that Joseph brought thethirom between his
knees, we tend to think of them as little childremhat exactly the
meaning of that is, it is difficult to say. Thedotommentators seem to
think the two boys had fallen down on the flooréwerence and there they
were kneeling down between old Jacob’s knees, aseph lifted them up
from between Jacob’s knees. Be that as it may, Were grown young
men, but Joseph was still concerned about them.stili@rayed for them.
He still wanted the blessing for them. He did mant them to be
satisfied with all that Egypt could give. He wahtbem to choose “rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God, tham énjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season.”

So first of all we have old Jacob, and then weehdwseph, and
then we have the two grandchildren, Manasseh tHer,eEphraim the
younger. And then we come to these verses. WheabJblessed his
two grandchildren, he crossed his hands. He daemta cross-handed
blessing. It was not exactly what Joseph expecteavhat the boys
expected. In one sense, it was the opposite,titiut svas a blessing and
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it was according to God’s will. You have got thetpre clearly in your
mind, haven’'t you? Manasseh was the elder, sqphqgsat him in front of
Jacob’s right hand so that he could put his rigiitdh the hand of priority,
pre-eminence, on his head. And Ephraim, who was yibunger, he
brought him and put him in front of old Jacob’stleénd. Jacob blessed
them as he was requested, but in blessing themassex his hands over
and put his right hand on the head of Ephraim,ythenger, and his left
hand on the head of Manasseh, the elder.

This cross-handed blessing. Now God still blestisgpeople, all
of them. He has blessed them “with all spiritubdskings in heavenly
places in Christ.” He has promised to bless thengrace and to bless
them in providence. He will bless them in answetheir prayers. But
sometimes God’s blessings come in a different wamfthe way in which
we expect them. Sometimes it may be just the afgpoBut there will
be times in your life when you have to look backl ou have to bless
God that He answered your prayers the very oppositehat you prayed
for. 1 wonder if any of you here tonight have gotross-handed blessing
like that. Didn’t you wrestle, didn’'t you pray ththis thing would not
come to pass? You felt you could not bear it, gould not go through
with it, but the time came when the thing you felacame upon you. But
tonight you look back and you bless God for it. u¥see that it was right,
though you did not at the time. And that time whiem Lord disappointed
you. O it was such a disappointment. You felt gould hardly bear it.
And yet tonight you have lived to prove that it wascross-handed
blessing, that disappointments are His appointmeiite does not make
any mistakes.

“Disappointment, His appointment,
Change one letter, then | see
That the thwarting of my purpose
Is God'’s better plan for me.”

The cross-handed blessing. You see, sometimesain
disappointment, in a sorrow, in a cross-handedsliigs you are led into
fellowship with Christ in His sufferings. In yosorrow, you think of His
sorrow and you are brought here:

“How bitter that cup, no heart can conceive,
Which He drank quite up that sinners might live!
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His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall | repifie?

“And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his riglant toward
Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hawvdard Israel’s right hand,
and brought them near unto him.” Now of coursedlteman could not
see. “And Israel stretched out his right hand, &ndl it upon Ephraim’s
head, who was the younger, and his left hand upamagseh’s head,
guiding his hands wittingly” — that is, he did ieldberately. The margin
has it something like this: “making his hands wiséGuiding his hands
wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.” O thesross-handed
blessings! You seek the Lord’s favour, and He seéwncut across it.
You ask for His blessing for yourself, and thinge aot what you expect.
You pray for your children, and sorrows, trialssappointments come.

“And when Joseph saw that his father laid histrigdnd upon the
head of Ephraim, it displeased him.” Tell me, belb friends, do the
Lord’s mysterious dealings with you ever displegse, as you are made
honest before God? You know what Wiliam Gadsbygsiin the
well-known, new year hymn:

“God’s righteous ways our carnal hearts despise,
And often say they're neither just nor wise.”

Now we are not usually left to say it, but in owahts we are displeased.
Things seem to be going well, in your business, theth something goes
wrong. The Lord stops you in your way, and when gee it, it displeases
you. None of us likes to be crossed. None ofkesltrouble. None of

us likes sorrow. It displeases us. Perhaps yealtin has been good, and
then suddenly something has come, O and it dispiepsu. Perhaps you
have something in your family and it grieves yowesand it displeases
you. Or it may be things in your life, your circatances, your religion,

with other people, things in the church of God.

“When Joseph saw that his father laid his rightchapon the head
of Ephraim, it displeased him.” Not only so, hiedrto stop it. “And he
held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephrai head unto
Manasseh’s head.” You and |, if we could, woulaysthe hand of God,
or we would change the hand of God, or we wouldrdhe hand of God.
Now beloved friends, we never shall, we never ¢mtause His hand is
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almighty. “He is in one mind, and who can turn Riand what His soul
desireth, even that He doeth.” How often haveought of that in the
Book of Joshua (17. 14 - 18). It first came to speitually years ago in
solemn circumstances, how the children of Josephahiat appointed for
them, a piece of ground allotted to them by Jostemording to God's
design, and they were dissatisfied with their IMow dear child of God,
are you ever dissatisfied with your lot? And tlecayne to Joshua and they
wanted another lot, a different lot, a better Iadtoshua did not give it. He
refused to give it. He could not give it. God tegapointed this lot. But
if you read through chapter 17, the Lord so helfteam in it, so blessed
them in it, so sanctified it to them, that the dgipointed for them which
seemed to be such a curse became an abundannylesehe Lord will
not change your lot, but He will sanctify it to yand bless it to you.

“Would they another lot prefer?
Rejected be the thought!”

“Thou givest me the lot
Of those that fear Thy name;
If endless life be their reward,
| shall possess the same.”

“And when Joseph saw that his father laid histriggind upon the
head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he heldigpfather’'s hand, to
remove it from Ephraim’s head unto Manasseh’s Hedtis a solemn
thing, isn't it, that sometimes we think we knowttbe than God what is
right? “And Joseph said unto his father, Not sg, father.” And our
hearts say that. We say, “Not so, my father.” IRRe& his heart of
hearts Joseph thought his father had made a mistéde thought old
Jacob could not see very well. He thought he hadara mistake. God
never makes a mistake. He never has, He never Wilid yet sometimes
we act and behave and think as if He has. “Ancplmssaid unto his
father, Not so, my father.”

Joseph could give very good reasons for his case,so do you
and I. “For this is the firstborn; put thy righ&id upon his head. And
his father refused.” Sometimes God will refuse.ydti may be you ask
for something and God refuses and you live to ptbedove and mercy in
it. O what a solemn word is that, “He gave themirthequest” — in other
words, He did not refuse them Bt sent leanness into their soul”! Itis a
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solemn thing if a child of God wants carnal thingsrldly things, and
God does not refuse him. “Son, remember that timothy lifetime
receivedst thy good things.” It is a solemn thihGod never refuses us.
Does the Lord ever refuse you? It is a solemngtliiryou are seeking
your ambitions and your money and your prospernitg all these other
things and God never refuses you.

“And his father refused.” Really at this time Wwas very clearly
anointed and led by the Spirit of God. “And hishfr refused.” Now
Jacob would have done anything for Joseph. If evéather loved his
son, Jacob loved Joseph and how much more soleftbad give him up
for dead all those years and now he had receivadoack from the grave!
“And his father refused.”

“Tis if need be, He reproves us,
Lest we settle on our lees

That is it. “His father refused him.”

“To His church, His joy and treasure,
Every trial works for good;
They are dealt in weight and measure,
Yet how little understood!

Now this is it:

“Not in anger,
But from His dear covenant love.”

You have not seen the end of it yet, and the eradtbing is better than the
beginning.

“And his father refused, and said, | know it, nonsl know it.”
What did old Jacob mean? Well really, simply heamethis. Joseph, |
have not made a mistake. | know what | am doind,iais right, and it is
for the Lord’s honour and glory. It is accordirggHiis will and purpose.
It is for your good, and it is for the good of tedsys. It is not a mistake.
| am not deceived, Joseph. “I know it, my sonnbw it.” And that is
the way God speaks to His dear children. Joseishtgdis father, “Not
so, my father.” “And his father refused, and sdi#now it, my son, I
know it.”
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First of all, then, God always knows what He isndp and what
He does is always for the best. God never makgsrastake. *“I know
it, my son, | know it.” Whatever God does, it $Hze for ever. It is for
the honour and glory of His name. It is for Hiopke's real good. His
way seems mysterious, but it is not mysterious tm.H His hands are
crossed, but there is a blessing in it. It is s#eanded, but it is a
cross-handed blessing. We have that word: “He Hliiigvew what He
would do.” He always does. And He never made stake, He never
will.

“l know it, my son, | know it.” God does know wihkle does.
“He knoweth the way that | take.” And also He krsotlve way He taketh.
“There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and whible wvulture’s eye hath
not seen.” But “the redeemed shall walk there.he Tord knows it from
end to end, and it is paved with love.

“I know it, my son, | know it.” The Lord knows &l He is acting
in infinite wisdom. “Tis all for the best.” Théord knows that He is
acting in such tenderness, He is acting in suck.lo¥here are so many
things that a tiny child does not understand. Wher tiny child is taken
to the doctor, and perhaps the doctor takes a @eedl jabs it into him,
doesn’t that tiny child think the doctor is cruahd that his mother is
cruel? But “l know it, my son, | know it.” And ¢hLord knows this: that
if it is in infinite wisdom, and if it is in eterhéove, the Lord knows that it
is working together for your real, lasting, etergabd.

And sometimegouwill know it. “We know,” says Paul, “that all
things work together for good.” We do not alwagslfit, and there are
many, many times when we cannot see it, becausésQuhds are
crossed. Yet when in our right mind, vweow that “all things work
together for good to them that love God, to thenoveme the called
according to His purpose.”

“His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.”

Remember that lady we had in the Bethesda Honmwayéars
ago, Maisie Isaac. She was only in her fifties] ahe died of cancer.
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You remember the little tale she had to tell, thia¢ gave up chapel and
went right out into the world. She had nothingdtowith religion at all.
Then the Lord smote her down with cancer. Yetusdexrl to speak of the
Lord’s goodness in laying this cancer upon her. th& funeral, | spoke
from those texts, “Before | was afflicted | wentrag.” And the other
one: “It is good for me that | have been afflicted.

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.”

“And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my fathé’'And his
father refused and said, | know it, my son, | kribiv What if salvation is
in it? What if the blessing is in it? What if wea is in it? You see,
Jacob’s hands were crossed, but they were crosseavay of love, not in
a way of judgment. They were crossed in a waylesding. And you
see how tenderly he calls his beloved Joseph, “bly,"sas if he said,
“Joseph, you know how dearly | love these childreour children, my
grandchildren. And you know | would never, neveeyver do anything
that would really harm them. Joseph, there iseaddhg in it . Trust me
in it. Leave it all to me.” “l know it, my son, know it.” If the Lord
calls you His child, calls you His son, gives ybe tsweet assurance that
He is your loving Father in Christ, then “your healy Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these things.” These Hi® mysterious
appointments from all eternity, to bring you to mgloto command the
blessing, to glorify His name — and yet so crossdieal!

“And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my fathé¢’And his
father refused, and said | know it, my son, | knbiv
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