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Sermon preached at Bethel Chapel, Luton, 

by Mr. B. A. Ramsbottom, 

on Lord’s day morning, 2nd August, 1998 

 

Text:  “But ye shall not be so” (Luke 22. 26). 
 
 We sang just now those very important words: “Walk worthy of 

your God, and let your conduct shine.”  Well, the disciples here were not 

walking worthy of their God.  They were not letting their conduct shine.  

Really, their behaviour was a disgrace.  This passage is one of the most 

incredible in the New Testament.  These were the apostles of the Lamb.  

You have Peter here.  You have John here.  You have all the loved 

disciples here, and their behaviour was a disgrace.  They were quarrelling 

among themselves.  You think of it, the disciples quarrelling, and what do 

you think they were quarrelling about?  Which of them should be first, 

which of them was the best, which of them was the greatest.  It seems 

almost incredible that these were the disciples of the Lamb. 
 
 There are a lot of lessons to learn here, aren’t there?  One is that 

the best of men are only men at best.  Another is that even the most godly 

can fall into sin.  Another is that you can see people behaving wrongly in 

the most unexpected places.  And yet there is encouragement here.  It 

seems that all these, apart from the Apostle John, later sealed their 

testimony with their own blood as martyrs.  That was their honour, not 

being popular among men, not being eminent, not being admired.  They 

had a greater honour than that.  They had the honour of being martyrs of 

the Lamb.  So there is hope here.  Also, there is hope for you and me when 

we feel how far short we come, and how we fail, and how we blunder, and 

how many mistakes we make, and how many falls we have, that even the 

Lord’s disciples could fall into such sin and could behave so badly. 
 
 But it seems almost incredible.  The Lord Jesus was on the way to 

Calvary to suffer, bleed and die.  These things took place, you might say, 

almost under the shadow of the cross.  Not only so, there had been a 

celebration of the Passover, the reminder of God’s love to Israel, the 

reminder of the paschal lamb, the reminder of the blood shed.  Not only 

that, they had just been taking part in the first administration, the 

institution of the Lord’s Supper.  I always say (don’t I?), that the Lord’s 
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Supper should have a strengthening effect, and a softening effect, and a 

sanctifying effect.  But solemnly the first time the Lord’s Supper was ever 

instituted, it did not have a sanctifying effect on those who took part.  It 

was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who broke the bread and took the cup.  

But they were behaving like the world, behaving worse than the world.  

And there is still something further.  The Lord Jesus had reminded them 

that He was going to suffer and He had reminded them that it was one of 

the disciples themselves who was going to betray Him. 
 
 “And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be 

accounted the greatest” (verse 24).  Solemnly, the church of God, the 

professing church of God has always been plagued with this.  You think of 

all those hierarchies of greatness and honour in the church of Rome and 

even in the Established Church of England.  “There was also a strife 

among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.”  (Just an 

aside in passing.  This certainly makes it clear that in no way had the Lord 

Jesus appointed Peter to be the leader as the church of Rome claims.  It 

seems that not one of them had ever been given any special honour above 

another by the Lord Jesus, otherwise they would not have been striving 

which of them should be first.) 
 
 What the cause of this was, the immediate cause, we do not know; 

whether it was just because the Lord had chosen two to go out and prepare 

the Passover.  But Satan is always ready – even as the Lord Jesus was 

going to the cross, even among the dear apostles of the Lamb.  Satan is 

always ready.  We need to remember, “Let him that thinketh he standeth 

take heed lest he fall,” and pray to be kept.  If a Peter and a James and a 

John and all these others could fall, and in those solemn, sad 

circumstances, then, Lord, hold me up, and I shall be safe, and only safe as 

Thou shalt hold me up. 
 
 But there always has been that spirit that has plagued the church of 

God, when any have wanted to be first.  I was looking at that little hymn 

this morning, “When is it Christians all agree, and let distinctions fall?”  

And the hymnwriter says there, 
 
   “But strife and difference will subsist 

        While men will something seem; 

     Let them but singly look to Christ 

        And all are one in Him.” 
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Now beware of wanting to be something.  Especially beware of wanting to 

be something in the church of God. 
 
 “There was also a strife among them, which of them should be 

accounted the greatest.”  One sin leads to another.  What was this pride?  

What was this wanting to be something?  What was this wanting to be well 

thought of?  What was this wanting to be accounted great?  What other 

sins did it lead to?  Jealousy, which is cruel as the grave.  Envy.  Who can 

stand before envy?  May the Lord deliver us from this spirit.  May He 

deliver the church of God from this spirit. 
 
 “There was also a strife among them, which of them should be 

accounted the greatest.”  A year or two ago, we spent a few days in the 

Channel Islands and visited the island of Sark where, as you  know, the 

only transport is by horse and trap.  We were driving round the island in 

one of those many horses and traps.  I think ours was the third to set off.  It 

was a lovely old horse pulling it.  But as soon as we set off, he pushed past 

the second one, and pushed past the third one, and then trotted along 

gently in front.  The girl who was driving said, “He is a lovely horse, but 

he cannot bear anyone to be in front of him.”  Then in the distance there 

was another horse, and what did our horse do?  He went like the wind and 

passed the other horse, and then trotted gently along.  His owner said, “It is 

very strange.  He is a lovely horse, but he cannot bear any other horses to 

be going in front of him.”  It reminded me of this verse here and this 

subject.  O may the Lord bless us with the grace of humility.  May the Lord 

deliver us from this spirit. 
 
 So you see, this word that the Lord Jesus spoke to His disciples 

was in the way of a loving rebuke.  What He really said to them was: we 

expect this kind of thing from the heathen, from the Gentiles (verse 25).  

We expect it from their great men, their kings, their rulers.  It is their great 

desire to be something, to be someone, to be famous, to be important.  

“But ye shall not be so.”  Really, the simple, vital truth here is this: that 

God’s people are to be different from the world.  If God’s people are not 

different from the world, there is no evidence of grace; there is no witness 

to grace.  Grace in exercise will always make you different from the world.  

The Lord Jesus said, you expect this from the world, from the wicked, 

from the Gentiles, from the heathen, from their kings, from their rulers.  

“But ye” – sinners saved by grace, sinners redeemed by blood, sinners 
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loved with an everlasting love, sinners who have heaven awaiting you, 

sinners who have something better, something greater – “Ye shall not be 

so.” 
 
 You know, beloved friends, this solemn, sacred, simple word still 

sounds down the ages to us this morning: “Ye shall not be so.”  There must 

be a gracious difference if we are the people of God, a gracious difference 

between us and the world.  On that solemn Passover night in the land of 

Egypt, the Lord said to Moses, “The Lord doth put a difference between 

the Egyptians and Israel.”  It will be a difference in many things, and it 

will be a difference that will be seen.  It will be a difference that will be 

noticed.  And this will be the witness, the witness to Christ, the witness to 

the truth.  “Ye are My witnesses.”  God does not say, “Ye shall be My 

witness; ye ought to be My witnesses; ye must be My witnesses.”  He says, 

“Ye are My witnesses,” whether you like it or not.  The world watches 

you; the people of God watch you; the young ones, the children watch you, 

the way you live, the way you behave.  “Ye are My witnesses.”  It is a 

solemn thing when the people of God live like the world and act no better 

than the world.  How sad it is to read a beautiful account someone has 

written, and then hear it said, “Did you know them?  They were impossible 

to live with”!  What a solemn thing, to be able to speak well, and yet to 

behave in a way that dishonours the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  I will 

tell you one thing.  When we hear a text like this read out (and I am 

speaking of myself, and I say this, I hope, carefully and graciously), when 

we hear a verse like this read out, if we are not careful, we think, “That 

just fits someone, and that just fits someone else.”  “Thou art the man.”  

“Ye shall not be so.”  The grace which saves will always sanctify.  “Know 

that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself.”  Grace will set 

apart.  Grace will make you different. 
 
 “Ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as 

the younger, and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.”  So it is a solemn 

call to a gracious walk.  “Walk worthy of your God, and let your conduct 

shine.”  It is a solemn call to that.  We can never be worthy, but we are 

called to walk worthy.  We are called to honour the Lord in our life, walk 

and conversation.  We are not to dishonour the Lord.  And so we will be 

different from the world.  Even outwardly we should be different, even 

outwardly, even in appearance.  People say that Strict Baptists bother 

about how people appear, their dress and demeanour and so on.  Well, the 
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only reason is because there is quite a lot said about it in the New 

Testament.  Take 1 Peter 3.  What a lot is said about how a girl, a woman, 

should dress, should behave, the modesty – and that goes across so many 

of these modern things.  The Word of God still stands, though people seem 

to have forgotten all about it, concerning the ladies’ long hair and other 

things.  Now even outwardly there is to be a difference.  You young 

people, if the Lord touches your hearts, you will have to be different. 
 
 So I mention at the start, even in appearance there is to be a 

difference.  But what a solemn thing if outwardly there is a difference in 

these things, and yet in the walking it out graciously something is lacking; 

if there is not the love, if there is not the grace, if there is not the humility, 

if there is not the kindness, if there is not the spirit of Christ.  The Word of 

God is so clear on this outward difference, this outward distinction, in 

dress, in appearance, in demeanour; in separation from worldliness.  The 

Word of God is clear on this.  But if there is this (and there should be this), 

it is very solemn if the inward graces of the Spirit and the love of Christ 

are lacking.  Take the head covering in the house of God.  We insist on it 

because 1 Corinthians 11 insists on it.  We seek to honour Christ in 

obedience to it.  But we forget that it is a sign of submission, humble 

submission, gracious submission, the wife to her husband, each of us one 

to another, all of us to Christ.  We stand firm on it.  We will not alter on 

the outward sign, but may we never forget the things that are symbolised.  

O to be blessed with that loving submission to Christ, surrendered to the 

Crucified. 
 
 “Ye shall not be so.”  Beloved friends, over the years what a 

wonderful thing the loving, humble witness of a believer has been.  When I 

was a boy, I used to look on the Lord’s people and I admired them, their 

loving life and witness, the grace in them, and that was the point which 

always held me fast through unregenerate years.  There was something real 

in vital godliness, something true in real religion.  The people of God had 

something I had not got.  We do not seem to hear much of this today.  Why 

is it?  Is it because our lives are more conformed to the world or our lives 

are not consistent with our profession?  But so often in former days you 

heard of someone coming to the house of God because they had watched a 

person at work and that person was different.  Perhaps at first they hated 

the difference, and then they came to admire it, and the enquiry, what 

makes this person different?  Not long ago I heard of the manager of a 
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Christian bookshop.  He had not been brought up under the truth.  Where 

he worked a young girl came to work, and she was so shy and so nervous.  

She was a godly girl, and that man working in that place saw there was 

something different, and as he watched her, he realised what it was.  It had 

such an effect that under the influence and teaching of the Holy Spirit, it 

changed that man’s life.  You think of a timid, nervous girl, hardly daring 

to speak a word, and yet she was faithful to her Saviour and it had such an 

effect under the Spirit of God that that man’s life was completely changed. 
 
 Are you and I willing to be different for Christ’s sake?  What kind 

of difference is it going to be?  “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  

The world does not understand the doctrine of predestination, but the 

world understands kindness.  The Lord has said, “Ye are our epistle, ... 

known and read of all men.”  If you profess the Lord’s name, you are an 

epistle; you are a letter.  That means people will read you.  What do they 

read?  If they were reading the disciples here as epistles, they would not 

have thought much.  The world does not read the Epistle to the Romans, 

the Epistle to the Galatians, but it reads you.  And one thing I have found 

over the years, that the world sets a very high standard for the people of 

God.  It does not set a high standard for itself, but it sets a high standard 

for the people of God.  And though the world cannot understand the truth, 

they know what honesty is and they know what consistency is, and they 

look on a believer.  “While the vile world esteem it strange, gaze and 

admire and hate the change.” 
 
 When I lived in Lancashire, not far away in a village lived a most 

quiet man, deacon at the chapel there.  The people around said, “He is 

going to heaven as fast as time can carry him.”  What a witness!  It was the 

witness borne by the world.  “That man is going to heaven as fast as time 

can carry him.”  O to be made willing to be different, but may it be a 

gracious difference.  I believe there have been people in this chapel in days 

past like that.  The world around have looked at them and said, “If there is 

one Christian in Luton, it is that woman who goes to Bethel Chapel.” 
 
 It is not a difference of awkwardness or peculiarity.  “Ye shall not 

be so.”  What kind of difference is it that there should be between us and 

the world if our religion is real?  Well, the Word of God has put it most 

clearly and plainly and strikingly, the difference between the church and 
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the world, what it should be.  “As the lily among thorns, so is My love 

among the daughters.”  The world is compared to thorns, nothing nice 

about them, only that they can injure and hurt and wound.  Thorns.  But in 

the midst of all these thorns, there is a lily.  That is the difference.  The 

Lord did not just say that it should be like a lily in a garden or comparing 

two things together.  Can you think of anything in nature more different 

than a thorn and a lily?  “Ye shall not be so.”  Not like these thorns.  What 

is a lily?  Pure, made pure by the blood of Christ, made pure by the 

sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost; and fragrant.  They say when a lily is 

bruised and wounded it emits the sweetest fragrance.  The world sees how 

a child of God acts in disappointment, in trouble.  Does he begin to 

grumble?  The world begins to rave, to curse, to swear.  What about a child 

of God?  “Ye shall not be so.”  There has to be this difference between the 

people of God and the world, but not just an outward difference, not just, 

well, he goes to chapel; he does not do this; he keeps Sundays.  There must 

be that, but not just a negative difference.  What a standard there is, and 

how far short we come.  But, “Though we tremble while we sing, we 

would not wish it less.”  “As the lily among thorns, so is My love among 

the daughters.” 
 
 What is it that makes a child of God like this?  The power of grace, 

the upholding of the Spirit.  O the many exhortations to walk worthy of our 

high calling, the many exhortations not to dishonour Christ.  How easily, 

how readily we can dishonour Christ.  We need to be upheld, to be 

preserved, to be kept.  And in the way we speak.  It is very easy to fall into 

the way the world speaks.  The world grumbles about the weather.  The 

world speaks about chance or fortune.  The world uses unsatisfactory 

language, like, “I bet you.”  “But ye shall not be so.”  O for grace to be true 

followers of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 
 
 “Ye shall not be so.”  Let me remind you of how the Lord 

continued.  “Ye shall not be so.”  Do not behave like the world.  Really, 

the Lord was saying to Peter, James and John, your behaviour is no better 

than the world.  “But he that is greatest among you, let him be as the 

younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.  For whether is greater, 

he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but 

I am among you as he that serveth” (verses 26 and 27).  So there are two 

things specially here.  There is a deep that coucheth beneath.  This is not 

legal ground.  The first is this: the loving, tender, gracious example of the 
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Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and these dear men knew it more than any.  

They had walked with Him for three years.  They had seen Him, watched 

Him, and they knew what He said here: “I am among you as he that 

serveth.”  They had seen His meekness.  They had seen His humility.  

Why, just before this He had girded Himself and taken a towel and washed 

the disciples’ feet, and He said, “If I, then, your Lord and Master, have 

washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  I take that to 

mean that we should be willing to do the humblest, most menial thing if it 

is for the honour and glory of God.  We should be willing to do the 

humblest, most menial thing to be a help to the Lord’s people.  We do not 

take that as a third ordinance.  We had some friends visiting us at chapel 

from the southern states of America.  They asked why we do not practise 

feet washing.  They had believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper and the 

third ordinance where before the Lord’s Supper took place they literally, 

all the church members, washed one another’s feet.  Well, we do not take 

it as a third ordinance, but the humility, the call to serve one another in 

love, the call to serve Christ in His members in love.  “Inasmuch as ye 

have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it 

unto Me.” 
 
 Now you have the example of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

His behaviour was a complete contradiction of the world.  And that is the 

reason why He endured such contradiction of sinners again Himself, 

because His loving behaviour condemned the world.  It was the light 

shining in darkness.  The darkness hated it.  “The darkness comprehended 

it not.”  We have this beautiful example of the Lord Jesus, the dear Lamb 

of God, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher 

than the heavens.”  O but His humility.  “Who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself of no 

reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 

likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 

Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  

Now we read that Christ has left us an example that we should follow His 

steps.  We can never walk in His steps – they are perfect, flawless – but O 

for grace to seek to follow them.  “Behold the Lamb of God!”  Now this is 

practical religion, practical godliness, which John Bunyan said was the 

hardest part and which occupies a great proportion of the New Testament, 

a great proportion of the teaching of the Lord Jesus, the teaching of the 
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epistles.  I know we like to read a favourite Psalm and have a sweet word 

of comfort, and sometimes the preaching of the precept is like salt in our 

wounds.  It reminds us how far short we come, but sometimes there is a 

need to be reminded of these things, the difference there should be, a 

difference in love.  “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  

and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for 

us.” 
 
 “But ye shall not be so.”  So the first thing, the loving, gracious 

example of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and secondly, what the Lord 

Jesus in love and mercy has done for His people.  That is why we should 

be different.  What has He done?  Well, this will take all eternity to speak 

forth.  What has He done?  Loved guilty, unworthy sinners with an 

everlasting love, chosen them, made them His dear children, come to this 

earth a Man of sorrows, laid down His life on the cross, endured such 

agonies, opened up a way that they might go to heaven, blessed them with 

all spiritual blessings.  These are just a few of the things the Lord in love 

and mercy has done for His poor, unworthy people.  It is on this ground 

they are to walk worthy.  We are not on legal ground.  It is not doing 

something to merit His favour, to gain favour.  It is because of what the 

Lord Jesus Christ in love and mercy has done that His people, constrained 

by His love, should be willing to go “unto Him without the camp, bearing 

His reproach.  For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 

come.”  That desire, that worthy name by which we are called.  We do not 

want to dishonour it.  We do not want to grieve the Lord.  “We love Him, 

because He first loved us.”  If forgiveness is ours and salvation is ours and 

if heaven at last is ours, then how little we should count the things of this 

world, striving who should be greatest and who can be the most important, 

and who can get the most wealth, and the most esteem, and the most 

pleasure.  We read of some: they took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, 

knowing in themselves that they have in heaven a better and an enduring 

substance.  O believer, to see your possession in Christ, what in love and 

mercy He has given you!  “Heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus.”  O 

believer, to see what Christ has done for you, what He has suffered for 

you!  “Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye 

through His poverty might be rich.”  And then to look at His glorious 

example and sweetly constrained by His love, not only to be made willing 

to be different, but to want to be different for Jesus’ sake, to flee from that 
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world which hates Him, which did hate Him, which still hates Him, which 

crucified Him, and to cling to Christ and to know that difference.  Yes, an 

outward difference – there must be this; there will be this – and also that 

deeper difference of love and kindness and humility and grace, “the lily 

among thorns.” 
 
 O may the Lord bless us with His grace to hold us up that we might 

stand, to enable us to be followers of the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, to 

give us grace to walk in His fear and to seek to honour Christ in all we 

think or say or do.  That is a good prayer: 
 
   “Lord, help a worthless worm, so weak 

        He can do nothing good; 

      May all I act, or think, or speak, 

       Be sprinkled with Thy blood!” 
 
 “But ye shall not be so.” 

 


