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Text: “The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressadefuge in times
of trouble. And they that know Thy name will it trust in Thee: for
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Tesalm 9. 9, 10).

| was talking to an old deacon some time ago akddhim about
the minister they had had the week before, andishighat he said. He
said, “He knows what he is talking about.” Anddwd friends, when we
come to the Psalms and all these amazing thing®#nad states, he knew
what he was talking about. O let us be clear @ the Psalms are the
inspired, infallible Word of God, but they are atbe living experience of
David. He knew what he was talking about, not Bkene of the poems of
the famous poets. They sat quietly in their roamnking out over a
beautiful scene and penned down a few thoughtst tiBase Psalms of
David — they were pressed out of him in his soebgerience, and of
course you can see in the background these blgakeB coming to and
fro. He does not mention one of them by nameybutcan see Saul; you
can see Ahithophel; you can see Doeg; you can bameets But their
names are left out so our cases fit in. Your cagecase, our case — these
things fit in.

There is a background to these beautiful Psalmd, lzecause
David knew what he was talking about, we havetate things that come
week by week into the hearts and lives and expee®mf God’'s people
today. They can see David was there before, andDwvid was helped,
and how David prayed, and how David was tried, hod/ David was
delivered.

So when David here says, “The Lord also will beefaige for the
oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble,” he knelmatwhe was talking
about. If you like to contemplate the life of Ddyiall the way through
there were those times when he was oppressed, lvehfait oppressed and
when he was oppressed, and there were those tirhea Wwe was in
trouble. Very briefly, you can think of when he sva young boy and the
lion and the bear came. That was trouble. Rédwadlyvas risking his life.
You can think of Goliath. That was a day of treubHumanly speaking
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he seemed to be facing certain death, but he ttustéhe Lord and was
delivered. And that was terrible trouble with bisn wife Michal who did

not understand him and railed against him. Thegs what terrible
persecution from Saul. There was the way his l@eldviend Ahithophel

proved to be a traitor to him.

There was that account we read together this mgr(i Samuel
30). | might have read many different passage$enlife of David, but
that was one of the worst for him personally. Hk lie was at the end of
everything, and his own men spoke of stoning hind ke had lost his
wives, he had lost everything. He felt he had ghtut upon himself, but
he knew what it was, though he was so oppressethandh it was such a
time of trouble, to find a refuge.

And you might have thought when he was king thatilel be the
end of his trouble. It almost seemed to be thenmegy. He had so much
trouble in his own family and with his own sonsdams son Absalom
sought to overthrow him and take the throne. Sadlnew what he was
talking about. He knew what the trouble was; hevkiwhat the refuge
was. But more than these other things, his spiritouble. He sinned so
grievously in the matter of Bathsheba, and he hadchastening hand of
his God upon him, and he felt the condemnationsrotvn heart.

So he speaks of the faithfulness of God, and Wwl&new his God
to be, and he knew his God had never failed hirhes€ things written in
holy Scripture are for your encouragement this nmgynthose of you who
feel to be oppressed, and those of you who febketin trouble. Some of
you feel the sadness of bereavement, and some wfhgwe illness,
affliction, and some in your family, and some lahgwn-out, and some
your disappointments. You can put your own piatéere, what your
trouble is, what your oppression is, and | am sieee are some in trouble
because you cannot get what you want spiritualiyl some of you are
oppressed in your concern about your sins and gout and a never-
ending eternity.

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedhe certainty
of it — Hewill be. David has not any doubt about that. He ddgwyill
be a refuge for the oppressed.” Is there someereethis morning says,



“From the oppressive weight of sin,
My struggling spirit free;
Blood and righteousness divine
Can rescue even me”?

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedefuge in times
of trouble.” Now we have this wordefuge many, many times in
Scripture, and really it comes more times in theolBof Psalms than
anywhere else — because if anyone needed a rdbaya] did — because
he found it and he loved to testify of it. Thesenbt so much of that today.
If only we can testify of having found a refuge.hat lovely little hymn
136, “Dear Refuge of my weary soul’ — what a h&tpat a blessing it has
been made to many of the Lord’s people in theiresnof trial and
temptation.

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedefuge in times
of trouble.” Now | am sure some of you know thestfitime in Scripture
where we read this wongfuge. It was when Joshua was told to appoint
six cities of refuge in the land of Canaan, thaewlthe avenger of blood
was after anyone because of a death that he hagdaifi once he could
get inside one of these cities of refuge, he shd@dsafe. They were
wonderful places, these cities of refuge.

Have you noticed that though this warefuge is mentioned so
much in Scripture, it is only mentioned once in N@wv Testament? The
subject of it though is all the way through —

“A refuge for sinners the gospel makes known;
"Tis found in the merits of Jesus alone” —

but only one reference: those “who have fled fduge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us.” Really it is a refereiocthe cities of refuge, but
this is what living faith is, what living faith dee It flees for refuge to the
hope set before us, and that is set before usirrbss of Christ. That is
where the refuge is.

“O the sweet wonders of that cross,
Where God the Saviour loved and died!”

And there is the refuge. Those “who have fledréuge to lay hold upon

the hope set before us.” There is urgency thdreere is activity there,

not of the flesh, but of grace. It is led and tatulgy the Spirit. | hope
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there are many sinners here this morning fleeingdfuge to the hope set
before you. We would seek to set the hope befoe ut may the
blessed Spirit set the hope before you. What doks Kent say?

“And if God the Spirit reveal this to you,
Take refuge in Jesus, though hell should puisue.

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedefuge in times
of trouble.” But when sadness comes, the refugth@fblood-sprinkled
mercy seat, the refuge of the throne of grace pthalege of prayer, the
refuge of the Lord’s sympathy, the Lord’s underdiag, the refuge of the
Lord’s promises. Some of you young ones with these things when
September comes, new things you come into, | am gou will need a
refuge. May the Holy Spirit show you where theuggf is and lead you to
the refuge.

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppresse@od’s people
are oppressed by Satan, and oppressed by temptatidnoppressed by
unbelief, and oppressed by self. But, “When thengnshall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a stiard against him.” The
standard is this glorious refuge in the Personfemshed work of the Lord
Jesus. O but that refuge in the time of need; tbfge in the time of
sorrow!

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedefuge in times
of trouble. And they that know Thy name will plietr trust in Thee.”
Now it is not just to knowaboutthe name of the Lord, not just to know
aboutit. It is to know the Lord’'s name. You just tkiof it naturally.
Sometimes you hear of a name. It is a well-knoame, perhaps some
firm, and it has a good reputation, and you heat. diVell, that is one way
in which you can know a name. But it may be youehbeen to see the
premises, and you can read the name on the outSidat is another way
you can know a name. But then if you come intd ceatact, you prove
that what you heard about that name was true, angsove the value — it
is a help to you. Now that is the way in whichlisegou are brought to
know the name; not just to know of it, not justhiear of it. So it is with
the name of the Lord. Everybody in this chapelvks@bout the name of
the Lord. O but to be brought to know it!



There are a lot of things said about ttzameof the Lord, which |
take to mean all that He is and especially Hisrigvcharacter and His
divine attributes. “The name of the Lord.” We baa lot of things said
about it. “The name of the Lord is a strong towle righteous runneth
into it, and is safe.” “Because of the savour bfy good ointments Thy
name is as ointment poured forth.” One speaksfefty in the name; the
other speaks of an attraction in the name.

“And they that know Thy name will put their trust Thee.” |
want to linger here this morning. | find this qudn attractive subject, the
name of the Lord. “His name, as Jesus, suits Uis'wi2o you know that
name? And how do you know it? And is there araation in it? And
can you say, “How sweet the name of Jesus soun@&®& name of Jesus.
It was the name given to the Son of God when Heimasd sacred
humanity. “Thou shalt call His name Jesus” — tagi®@ur — “for Heshall
save His people from their sins.”

“And they that know Thy name will put their trustThee.” O you
will if you know the name of Jesus, and if you kngeurself, and if you
know your own need, and if in measure you know ysiar and if you
know you have to die and eternity before you. ‘“fleat know Thy
name.” This will be the Holy Spirit's work. Thevell be an attraction in
the name of the Lord Jesus. You will say,

“Jesus, my Lord, | know Thy name,
Thy name is all my trust;

Nor will He put my soul to shame,
Nor let my hope be lost.”

This is what living faith is. It knows the nameJ&sus, but it trusts in the
name of Jesus, and that hope, that trust, will nbeeput to shame. Why,
the great apostle — what about his attainments? atWdbout his
attainments in grace? But when he comes to thatasdhis, and it will
be your mercy and mine if that is where we are wliercome to the end:
“I know whom | have believed” — not just to kn@koutHim, not to know
of Him. “I know whom | have believed, and am persuhtieat He is able
to keep that which | have committed unto Him agatinat day.”

“Firmer than heaven His throne His promise stands,
And He can well secure
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What I've committed to His hands,
Till the decisive hour.”

“And they that know Thy name.” “His name, as 3 suits them
well” — the name He took because He was going tothee Saviour,
because He was going to bear their sins at Calb@gause He was going
to bear them away. It is a name of love. It iee so suitable to sinners.
I have never been fond of acrostics, but there tsée one they used a lot
when | was young: J-E-S-U-S — Jesus Exactly Su#sSinners. Well,
whether you like acrostics or not, there is a [@ds®ality and truth in it.
He does, doesn’'t He! Jesus exactly suits us snnene Saviour, because
that is your great need, salvation.

“And they that know Thy name will put their trustThee.” Now
what about His name as the Redeemer?

“Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,
We love to hear of Thee.”

But not just to heaof Him, but to heafrom Him. And | am sure some of
you love to hear this from the Redeemer: “Fear fwtl have redeemed
thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art Min@ome of you have
always loved that name of the Redeemer. Welldidln that far-off day.
“I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He sk&dihd at the latter day
upon the earth: and though after my skin wormsrdgshis body, yet in
my flesh shall | see God: whom | shall see for rffiyse&xd mine eyes shall
behold, and not another; though my reins be condusithin me.” When
we think of the name of the Lord Jesus as the Redeeredemption
always speaks of the payment of a price, and songetit someone being
set free by the payment of that price. What agowes paid on the cross at
Calvary by the Redeemer, and that price was His avast precious
blood, and it set free a multitude that no manmamber.

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irh@e.” It is a
name that sinners put their trust in. It is fasdé who are unworthy. It is
for those who have nothing to pay. It is a nana tan be trusted. Itis a
name that will not let you down. It is a name thdt never fail you. But
some poor soul says, That worthy name — surely fiaii above our reach.
But in matchless condescension the Lord and Sawvlesus Christ has
made His name known, made it precious, made idplela — sinners can
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plead it; made it reliable — sinners can rely gnmade it trustworthy —

sinners can trust in it. “Trust in Him at all tis)eye people, pour out your
heart before Him: God is a refuge for us.” Andsiis you are brought to
trust in Him in these glorious names which He bearsl as our

hymnwriter says,

“All are too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set my Saviour forth.”

O but to be brought to know the value, the preaiess of the name!

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irhde.” What
about His name as the Lamb of God? “Behold thel@amGod, which
taketh away the sin of the world.” It speaks of Hpotless perfection, His
innocence. It speaks of His tenderness, His cosipas But when we
hear of the Lamb of God, it is especially His s&ifor sin. “A lamb
without blemish and without spot.” What did thenla mean on that
Passover night? It was everything to them. It iifasnstead of death. It
was their salvation. It was the difference betwdm and the Egyptians.
It was deliverance — the lamb slain, the blood skieel blood sprinkled on
the lintels and doorposts of the house, and thenjs® and the security
under the blood and under the promise. “When ltisedlood, | will pass
over you, and the plague shall not be upon youesstrdy you, when |
smite the land of Egypt.”

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sinthe
world.” What a wonderful occasion it was when Jahe Baptist so
lovingly pointed out this glorious Stranger in tkeowd and he said,
“Behold the Lamb of God.” And we read, “And theotwlisciples heard
him speak, and they followed Jesus.” And that twve desire in the
preaching of the gospel, and that is what it h&s been. We cry, “Behold
the Lamb of God,” and sinners blessed with liviaght do behold Him and
they follow Jesus.

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irhde.” If you
know His name as the dear, dying Lamb of God, ydll ve sweetly
enabled to put your trust in Him, all your trustHhim, not as Berridge
says, peeping and squinting some other way fotuwreaelp.

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irh@e.” Another
blessed name: “This is His name whereby He shatiatled, The Lord our
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Righteousness.” O do you know that name, or dowant to know it?
Because if our religion is real, we are taught byighe Spirit of God, that
we have no righteousness of our own, and yet wet nmase a
righteousness to stand before a righteous Godeargteat day. “This is
His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord dghteousness.”

Those of you who are familiar with John BunyarGrace
Abounding,he was so tried and troubled and tempted by Satad,
suddenly it came to him: “Thy righteousness is@aven,” and he thought
about it, and there by faith he saw the Lord Jesuexalted Saviour at the
right hand of God. “The Lord my righteousness.hdfe saw this: that it
was a perfect righteousness and that it represémedh heaven, and that
righteousness could never be increased; it waegerit could never be
diminished; it was the righteousness of Christlibel. And so despite his
sins and his faults and his failures, here washbjge and here was his
standing. He was enabled to look away from everyamd everything else
and all his sins to Christ his righteousness.

“Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death | did not die,
Another’s life, Another’s death,
| rest my whole eternity.”

Now that is the religion that will take you to heav

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irhde.” And
surely, surely some of you, feeling you have nttegusness, are looking
only to the righteousness of Christ. It is youfyomope, your only plea,
your only foundation. 1 think it was one of theda Puritans, Robert
Traill, who once said, You look in the glass of Godw and you see your
face, and you see it as an ugly, deformed, siefudl,face. He said, That is
not the face that represents you in heaven; inither face, a different
face, the face of the Lord Jesus, and that is délce the Father sees in
heaven. He does not see your evil face; He seebdautiful face of His
dear Son. That is the ground of your acceptanue tlaat is why He can
say to a guilty sinner, and may He say it to sorhgon this morning:
“Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot inen”

“They that know Thy name will put their trust irhde.” Just to
mention one more name, and there are many thattrbghmentioned:
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“Jehovah Jireh, the Lord will provide.” Didn’t thadd, godly people love
that! Many of them had a little poem up in th@om. “Jehovah Jireh.” It
said,

“Say not, my soul, from whence
Can God relieve thy care,
Remember that Omnipotence
Hath servants everywhere.

“His method is sublime,
His thoughts supremely kind,;
God never is before His time,
And never is behind.”

“And they that know Thy name.” Look back over ydiwes, and
some of you have known this name: Jehovah Jirehe Oord has not
failed to supply your need in body, in soul, inrgpiin family, in
circumstance, in trouble. And in a New Testame@opel sense, “My
God shall supply all your need” — all of it — “aedmg to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.”

“The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressedefuge in times
of trouble.” And especially a refuge in this: tH#tey that know Thy
name will put their trust in Thee.” William Gadshyhen he was young,
said he thought the names of the Lord Jesus — andawe these beautiful
names and characters and offices and relationsRipghet, Priest, King,
the Good Shepherd, the living Vine — he thoughty theere so many
interesting names. But he said he lived to prbeee was a vital reality in
them, that there was something in each of thesatifidanames that all
His people badly needed. His name as the Goodnshep- we need Him
to care for us, to guide us. His name as the Pri@&e need Him to make
the atonement for us; we need Him to intercedausor And so we might
go on and on.

“They that know Thy name” — they that know it pmrally,
savingly, lovingly — “They that know Thy name willut their trust in
Thee.” This is a vital point, and yet it is suchimple point. “Trust in the
Lord at all times.”

“Trust Him; He will not deceive you,
Though you hardly of Him deem.”
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It is this being enabled to live the life of failmd day by day to trust in the
Lord. But it is as you are brought to know His mamBut as you are

brought to know yourself, and as you are broughintmw the vanity of the

creature and the vanity of the world, and as yeubsought to know your

helplessness, and as you are brought to know yeed,nso you will be

brought to trust in Him. It is a wonderful thirtgsting in the Saviour day
by day, hour by our, moment by moment.

“And they that know Thy name will put their trust Thee.” And
then He confirms it. | have tried to ponder thi$ou cannot altogether
perhaps see the relationship of this last clausealltdhe rest of this
beautiful text. But why ever David put it in, & a good word, that “the
Lord will not forsake His people for His great ndessake.”

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, | will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavoutiake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake

“For Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that sBle&e.” Isn’t that
a kind word as well as a good word! It does ngt Jde Lord will not
forsake the elect; He will not forsake those He blagsen; He will not
forsake those in the covenant. He brings it ridgwn, shall we say — | do
not want to speak unadvisedly — to the smalleskrmoagrace. The Lord
has not forsaken them that seek Him.
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