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Text: “And they came with haste” (Luke 2. 16).

What a wonderful thing, the birth of our Lord Je£thrist, that the
Son of God from all eternity should humble Himsaifd come into this
world of sin and sorrow, and not in majesty to neigut in humility! “He
humbled Himself.” And what greater humbling cothére be than this: to
be born of a poor woman, and for there to be nonroothe inn, and to be
born in a stable, and to be laid in a manger! slthdo wonder our
hymnwriter says, “O what matchless condescensidduit | believe a few
of you have felt that word: “Ye know the grace ofr d.ord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes Heabex poor, that ye
through His poverty might be rich” — the Son of Galling our nature, yet
without sin, into lasting union with His divine RBen. “Without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness” -dGmd Man in one
glorious Person, Man to suffer, God to save — tlystemy of it, the wonder
of it, that He could become Man without ceasingp¢oGod, that He could
be born into this world, born of a virgin, withoewver contracting in any
way original sin. And the purpose of it: the Goatieould not suffer, but
He who did suffer and bleed and die was true, dityigsod; and the
Godhead could not shed blood, but He who shed tdisiqus blood on the
cross was true, almighty God.

There is always the shadow of the cross over theger, that He
was born that He might die, that He came to Bethtelthat He might go
to Calvary.

“Here it is | find my heaven,
While upon the Lamb | gaze.”

May there be some of you this morning with the $leeds going to
Bethlehem and beholding the Lamb of God that taketay the sin of the
world.

There always seems to me to be something so bdaiatithis
account of the shepherds. “There were in the saoomtry shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their #day night.” These were
the chosen ones, the only chosen ones to whomltn®ws news was
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brought, and that by an angel from heaven, thaStreof God was come.
The Lord passed by the great and the mighty, whigs ever been so.
“Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich faith?” These
shepherds — do you feel a love to them sometini®syou wish you knew
more about them? We do not know how many there wehether they
were young or old. We do not know their namesbelieve they were
those who had the fear of God already in their thélaey were those who
were waiting for the consolation of Israel, who welooking for
redemption in Israel. And they were not disappednt“They shall not be
ashamed that wait for Me,” even if they wait lon{They shall not be
ashamed that wait for Me.”

But doesn’t the Word of God emphasise it: not mgrsat, not
many mighty, not many noble. The hymnwriter andagrpoet, William
Cowper, in one of his beautiful poems speaks ofviééry poorest of the
poor in Olney where he lived, the lacemakers. TWwese so poor and they
were ignorant while at that time the world was glog in Voltaire in
France. Cowper writes:

“Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true,
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew.
And in that charter reads with sparkling eyes,
Her title to a treasure in the skies.”

O these shepherds — weren’t they honoured! Wetteey blessed!
And in the history of the church of God there hheen many poor people,
some exceedingly poor and some exceedingly wed#hkein intellect. We
think of wonderful stories of Yeddie, and poor Juseand people like
that.

| understand that my highly-esteemed and godlgeressor, the
pastor here, Mr. J.C. Fookes, there was an occasiois life when he had
a real burden. He badly wanted one or two verg,aleful young men in
the church and that was his burden before the Lbit, the Lord would
bless Bethel with some young men who were of gabdity to be a help.
He wrestled in prayer for it. Soon afterwards ¢heas a knock at the
door, and he opened it and there was a woman. rApg she was not
only the poorest of the poor in the congregatiart, dhe was an ignorant
woman. He said, “What do you want?” Well, she kade to tell her
little tale. She wanted to join the church. Thead godly man was
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offended. But the Lord came to him with such aukeb “Hearken, my
beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poorhisf world rich in
faith?” Didn’t she prove a godly member! Wasitiesa shining example
of the grace of God! Our old friend Mr. Gurneydahe that on one
occasion at the end of the service when the mimsstedown, she shouted
across the chapel, “Fred, | shall get to heavéRith in faith, and heirs of
the kingdom.”

It was to these shepherds that the glorious tgliwgre given:
“Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidingsgyeat joy, which shall be
to all people. Founto you”— may the Lord speak that to you her&irto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,ighis Christ the
Lord.” And then there was the host of angels Wraghd glorious singing,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peaoc®dgwill toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone aweaythem into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go amto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, whichLtrd hath made known
unto us. And they came with haste.”

| do not know whether you find that year by yeamsthing
different arrests you. Now this really arrested mereading it: these
shepherdScame with haste.” It was the only thing that mattered to them.
And if you and | are taught by grace and feel oeechas sinners, and
eternity before us, this will be the only thing tihaatters, that an almighty
Saviour has come, and we need Him, and we cannefitdout Him, and
we too will make haste to come to Bethlehem. VWi it? It was to find
the infant Saviour. And we too will go to Bethleh@nd — have you ever
done it, what we sang just now (hymn 41)? We ¥allow Him from
Bethlehem. We will follow Him to the River Jordand the temptation in
the wilderness, and follow Him in His teaching, @aadCalvary, and to the
grave, and to the Mount of Olives, and up to heaven

“We'll trace the pure footsteps of Jesus, our Lord
And glory in Him whom proud sinners abhorred.”

“And they came with haste.” Now | wonder whatoa of people
would have done if there had been angels coming fneaven. Would
they have talked together and said, Were we dregimi®r would they
have said, Was this Gabriel, or that other archiaklgehael? There were
all kinds of things they could talk about, but théig not. “They came
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with haste.” From the shepherds’ fields in Betel@hup to the town they
came. They could not get there quick enough! YT¢teme with haste.” It
was the only thing that mattered.

We read once or twice in the gospels of peopleigwith haste
— the only thing that mattered. | will just memtibvo. Zacchaeus up in
the tree, and he was brought to feel his need @@ was the Saviour,
and He said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come dowtg day | must
abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came.'ddt was the only
thing that mattered. “One thing is needful.” ‘Ugsengrave it on my
heart.”

And the other: those godly women who were at ttavey of the
Lord Jesus on the resurrection morning. The asael, “Go quickly, and
tell His disciples.” It is the only thing that nbats. The Saviour is risen to
die no more. He is risen almighty to save. Andread, “They departed
quickly.” O to have a religion like the shephertsl Zacchaeus and the
godly women on the resurrection morning when omlg things matters!

“They came with haste.” Now the second thingréhgasurgency
in their religion. It was urgent. | believe they ran there. Andewhhe
Lord begins to work in our hearts and teaches wusneed, there will be
urgency in our religion. What do you make of thatrd when the Lord
Jesus said, “Strive to enter in at the strait gatdlow that is urgency. Mr.
Frank Gosden said, “You will not get to heausscauseyou strive, but
you will not get to heaveanlessyou do strive.” O there is an urgency in
real religion.

In the tenth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebréhes apostle is
giving quite a few exhortations to the people odGand he just puts this
little piece in: “So much the more, as ye see thg approaching.” Now
when we come towards the end of the year, we anendeed that whether
we are hastening or not, time is hastening. Tiséhastening to its
conclusion, when we read that the angel shall staatishall declare, Let
time be no longer (Rev. 10. 6), and then a nevdirgreternity, and where
will you be, and where will | be? You cannot tateese matters for
granted. We are born that one day we might diee dMy have a little
time here on earth. Man was created for the hoandrglory of God. We
have not lived our lives to the honour and glornyGaid. We are lost. We
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need a Saviour before our end comes. There isganey in it. O but if
you are awakened,

“Fly, then, awakened sinners, fly;
Your case admits no stay;
The fountain’s opened now for sin;
Come, wash your guilt away.”

“They came with haste.” O the urgency there iseial religion!
You will not take it for granted. You will not thk there is plenty of time.
The language Scripture uses, things like “fleeiag refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us.” Why do we flee éuge? Because we
know our danger.

Most of you know théilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan’s Pilgrim when
he was awakened, heard that word, “Flee from thethwto come,” and
there he was, his burden on his back, and hisrfingehis ears because the
world was calling him back, and hastening from wald as a city of
destruction, crying, “Life, life, eternal life.”

There is this haste in real religion. It does mean people always
bustling or being in a hurry. It certainly does meean being of a hasty
temper. But it is the importance of vital godlinethe necessity of being
right. These shepherds — it meant everything émth The gospel had
been made known to them, and it had an effect,thadceffect was that
they hastened to the place where the Saviour waslfo

“They came with haste.” Now the third thing. Téewvas an
attraction,a sweet attraction,an attraction in what they had heard. | do
not think they could get there quickly enoughisla great point — | often
speak to you about it — this attraction in Christhere was something
which drew them; there was something which pulleent. They had
heard these wonderful tidings: “Unto you is boris thay in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,” andréhevas an attraction in
it. It drew them.

Now we have not had an angel come down from heaerthis
chapel. Some people think if an angel came fromvée, everything
would be clear. Well, that is what the rich mardsaut the Lord said
even if an angel came or one came back from thd,dbay would not
believe. We have not an angel from heaven, butifesxe ... a more sure
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word of prophecy.” In one way we are more favouss@n than the
shepherds. You say, How can that be? Well, thdy knew of the
Saviour’s birth and the promise that He was theidday but we have “a
more sure word of prophecy.” We read of His hofg,lhow He has
brought in an everlasting righteousness for sinméms have none of their
own. We read how He went to Gethsemane and Cabsadydied, “the
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God/e have the glorious
gospel in all its fulness. The veil of the temples been rent in twain.
Christ has cried, “It is finished,” and died anccexsded to heaven an
almighty Saviour. In one way we are more favoultegh the shepherds.
We have a more sure word of prophecy in the gospéhe written Word,
than even these angels from heaven. Do you betl@at® But is there
that attraction? Are you and | this morning — west by faith, we trust as
constrained by the love of Christ — are we hasteminBethlehem, to a
dear Saviour and Redeemer? Are we hastening t&? His there that
sweet attraction?

Because the Person of Christ will always sepaediegys divide —
divide the world, divide the religious world, aridlid even here. You say,
What do you mean? Well, these shepherds, whenhheywseen what had
happened, “they made known abroad the saying whiak told them
concerning this Child.” They went everywhere rouBdthlehem, to
friends and foes, neighbours, whoever it was, aeg told them about this
wonderful birth and this wonderful Baby and thisnaerful Saviour, but
we do not read of a single one who took any notidée do not read of a
single one going to that stable, even out of infueness, not even to see
if what the shepherds said was true.

As it was then, so it is now. “He is despised egjdcted of men.”
He was despised at His birth. There was no roantfm in the inn, but
He was despised by the people. This was the natimiting for the
Messiah. “He was in the world, and the world wasdmby Him, and the
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and &l received Him
not.” It is the same today. There was the semara&ven at His birth. All
in Bethlehem must have been talking about it. Wtenshepherds told
them, they must have gone telling other people,vemdio not read of any
effect at all.



It is a solemn thing that the truth of the Lorduke as set forth in
the gospel always separates. To some it meangtleveg and to some it
means nothing at all. Tell me, beloved friends tmorning, a Saviour
born in Bethlehem — “Is it nothing to you, all yeat pass by?” Are you
going to go home and forget all about it?

O but these shepherds! “With joy we hasten topilaee,” if only
we might our loved Redeemer meet, if only we migid Him, if only we
might claim Him as our own! O but this attractionthe Saviour! And
they left their sheep and their lambs. It could have been easy, but |
believe they were blessed with such faith, it was jost that it was the
only thing that mattered, but they did not bothethwhe poor sheep. |
believe they were blessed with grace to leave threthe hands of their
God who had so blessed them that He would notrgthearm come to
them.

There was that attraction in Christ. “I, if | b#ed up” — in the
gospel — “will draw all men unto Me.” *“l will rurthe way of Thy
commandments, when Thou shalt enlarge my heart.is leaving the
world, and it is leaving your idols, and it is leé&y everything, and it is the
one thing that matters. But this solemn line ahdecation! It struck me
this year as never before: these shepherds welirgteveryone the
wonder of it, the love of it and what it meant, and do not read that
anyone took any notice of it at all. Bfihey came with haste.” It was the
only thing that mattered. There was this sweeaétibn in it. There was
the urgency of vital godliness in it.

And fourthly, there wadrue zeal. There is a true zeal in real
religion. We have heard so much of a false zeakeal without
knowledge, “zeal extinguished to a spark,” and dleeal, but there is a
real zeal, and even openly. We have it in someuofhymns, even about
coming to the house of God.

“Yes, with a cheerful zeal,
We haste to Zion'’s hill,
And there our vows and honours pay.”

That is the spirit of the shepherds.

“With joy we hasten to the place
Where we our Saviour oft have met” —
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or where we our Saviour oft would meet. In my ygemmdays | have
known what it was even literally to run to chapel.

O but this zeal for the house of God! Sometimasmwwe cannot
say anything else: “Lord, | have loved the habitatof Thy house, and the
place where Thine honour dwelleth.” O to have nm#al for the honour
and glory of God and more love to the Saviour! Bus$ longing. They
wanted to be near Him. They wanted to be wherevble And that is it.
Sometimes we come to the end of everything and waatwe say, what
dare we say, what must we say? It comes out samgdtke this:

“Lord, where Thou art, there would | be,
And see Thy lovely face;
And sit to all eternity,
In chanting forth Thy grace.”

O the wonders of that night in Bethlehem, andehdsar, blessed,
favoured shepherds. May their religion be yoursd amne, because they
found Him and they were not disappointed, and thoitgwas only a
manger and stable, they were able to rejoice in &otdheir salvation.

“They came with haste.”



