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Text: “Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee undensling in all
things” (2 Timothy 2. 7).

The apostle here is speaking of a few importamgs) and
suddenly he stops. These things are too impoitame rushed over. Stop,
and pause, and “consider what | say.” You may ¥&si], what are these
important things Paul is saying to his son in thghf Timothy, here?
Well, he gives him that charge to “be strong in ¢ginace that is in Christ
Jesus,” and he warns him that he will have to emdardness, and he
gives a threefold comparison, an interesting, flotldecomparison: that
before a battle is won, there has to be a fighipreea race is won, there
has to be the endurance; and before the harvgathsred in, it is needful
labour in the field.

“Consider what | say.” So he is not leaving Tilmpto go on
unawares, and he follows by a most beautiful vees®l most of the
divines have not been able to think just why, atdtithe reason is, why
that comes in: “Remember that Jesus Christ of #exl of David was
raised from the dead according to my gospel.” Weltloes not matter
how often that comes in, or where that comes inyloat the context is
where it comes in. It is a blessed thing if we camember the glories of
the resurrection — “Vain the stone, the watch,gbal” — and also a risen,
exalted Saviour, almighty to save in heaven.

“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of Dawaisl raised from
the dead according to my gospel.” As if he saysnBmber this, Timothy.
Whatever be your state and condition, however Hard)s are, remember
this: you have a God and Saviour in heaven whdnisgaty to be with
you, to help you and deliver you. May some of ybis morning in all
your concerns and your fears and your trials, may sweetly remember
this: that there is a Man in heaven, and that Marnue almighty God, and
He ever lives. He is a great and glorious Higle$trand He is almighty to
save.

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” These things are too important, they tae precious just to be
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hurried over. “Consider what | say.” Now then|dwed friends, it is not
just these few verses; it is not just Timothysinot just the apostle. There
is a vital principle here, and that is where soemftwe go wrong.
“Consider what | say” — that need to stand stifigl &0 stop, and to pause,
and to think, and to consider, especially concertie Word of God, and
the solemn things we hear and speak, and the gktlungs we hear and
speak. Now how much time do you spend considehem?

Now you young ones, you children, | hope you a&hd your
Bibles, at least at night before you go to bedveHgou noticed that when
you read through the Book of the Psalms, thereliglea word comes in
here and there, and that little wordSelah? It means just what we are
talking about: stop; do not go hurrying on. It mea pause. It was really
in the music. They were singing the Psalm, ang tie to stop here. |
think you will find when you come across this &ttvord Selah,there is
something that has gone before that is importamat,vée need to stop, and
we need to think about it. Pause, stop, consider.

Older ones as well, when we are reading the WérGaxd, we
need at times just to stop, and pause, and considegsive often told you
how J.K. Popham once had a quiet day, and he thdwyh nice, and he
decided what he would do: read through the wholéhefEpistle to the
Hebrews. That was how he was going to spend the A&ter an hour or
two, he found he was still on the first word: God.

That is it: “Consider what | say.” There are spettmes when the
Lord calls us to stop, and pause, and considee i©when we are young.
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy ydutbo not leave it till
you are older. It is a time to stop and consid&s.our young people grow
up, there are a lot of things you have to considérat kind of work you
are going to do, what kind of job you are goindhve, and applications,
and studying. It is all this considering. Butstlgreat point: to consider
ourselves, and our sins, and our souls, and efeamnt Almighty God, and
heaven, and hell, and what the Word of God teaahest it.

“Consider what | say.” Now there is another intpat time, and
that is when the service has ended. You know ittle ktory of some
eminent man who did not go to church or chapelgtimough the village,
and he saw a poor, godly countryman coming outhafpel on his way
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home. He said, “Well, is it all done?” And thel@ountryman said, “Sir,
it has all beesaid, but it is not alldone.”

How do you spend the Lord’s day afternoon? ThdygBdritans
used to spend the Lord’s day afternoon going oker dervice and the
sermon in the morning. But do you leave it behimdhapel? “The Lord
give thee understanding in all things.” When yautigrough the chapel
doors, is the sermon forgotten, its solemn warriinggeloved friends, we
are preaching, hearing, in the light of a nevetieg eternity. We have to
die. We have heaven and hell before us. We haweortal souls.

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” If the Lord begins with you in love ancermy, He will write that
little word Selahin your heart. It will not just be in the Book die
Psalms. You will be brought to stop and consided the Lordwill give
you understanding in all these things.

There is another time especially to stop, and @aasd consider.
The wise man says, “In the day of prosperity bdubybut in the day of
adversity consider.” The day of adversity — whesulble comes, when
there is ill health, when there are difficultiesdlgsroblems and perplexities
— now this is the time to consider, to consideprayer, to consider when
in secret. “And the Lord give thee understandmgll things.”

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” Now this is a vast subject, and there many exhortations in
Scripture from beginning to end of the things wewtl consider. Let me
just mention one or two. The Book of Job, andltbed speaks, and He
speaks to His servant Job in all his sorrows, aads#ys, “Stand still, and
consider the wondrous works of God.” There thedL® speaking of
creation. Do we ever stand still, and look arowsd and consider the
wondrous works of God? You young ones — not eumtgitcreation. To
“consider the wondrous works of God,” to think bht divine, almighty
Creator. He created all things out of nothingixndays, and all very good.
“Stand still.” O that is that pausing. “Standlistand consider the
wondrous works of God.”

There is another Scripture on the very same sybged it is
David. David knew what it was to be in the fietwtsa starry night, to look
up, and he says, “When | consider Thy heavenswtir& of Thy fingers,
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the moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordainédf v man, that Thou
art mindful of him? and the son of man, that Thaitest him?” | wonder

if you have ever been out on a beautiful, moostdrry night and you have
looked up and considered the heavens that He hds,rtiee moon and the
stars, the work of His fingers, and you have hathessense of the
greatness of God. O how great our God is! And thpposite: our

nothingness. “What is man?” Yet the Lord takesaeoof him; the Lord

visits him.

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” Now another thing the Lord tells us tsmler, and this time it
was Samuel in his farewell, in that loving speeehdave to Israel, the
nation he had served so well, and he concludekkitthis: “Consider how
great things He hath done for you.” What a consitien that is, and what
a subject, and what a theme — the great thingtdhe has done for you!
For His people? Yes, but if you can come in ispeally: “for you.”

And our Lord Jesus Christ spoke on this subjgdé spoke of it
specially in a way of divine providence. “Considee lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spand yet | say unto you,
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arralykel one of these.” On
that ground He speaks of the mystery of the Loloksng providence in
the hearts of His people.

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” Well, beloved friends, it is a vast sutjelt is a vital subject, and
there are so many things in Scripture. | just wanspeak of two this
morning, two of these vital considerations that lthoed solemnly calls us
to, and they are the two things that really matter.

The first is this: the consideration of ourselvasd who we are,
and what we are in the sight of a holy God, andgreat need, and our lost
condition as sinners in His sight. And the wordeheomes in that
interesting little Book, the Book of the prophetddai. On two occasions
the Lord there very solemnly speaks to His ancpaudple, and He says,
“Consider your ways.” He reproves them concerning their ways, because
they were not considering their ways. They wenesatering all kinds of
things. They were considering their wealth, arelrtmbitions, and their
prosperity. They were considering the beautifuhbe they were living in.
They were not thinking about the neglect of thed®house which was
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lying in ruins. And the Lord opens it up to therde says, You are doing
nothing but making money. It is a most strikingpeession. He says, You
are putting it in a bag which has holes in thedrattyou are putting your
wealth in bags that have holes. We do not heahrofithat.

But what are we considering by nature? There iftaof
consideration about things we are going to buynghiwe are going to
have in our houses, in our homes. There is a fotomsideration,
tremendous consideration about holidays. So méiciroconsideration is
of worldly things. | know what some of you are mgito say to me.
Surely a husband has to consider the things irfdmsly. Of course he
has, and the Lord rebukes him if he does not.

But the point in the Book of Haggai was this: thegre really
considering themselves, and their ease, and thminfart, and their
prosperity, but they wereot considering the ways of God; they were not
considering the house of God; they were not conisigehe things that
mattered. These things were being forgotten. d&hbiigs were being
despised. | would put it very clearly to you. DBDou ever stop and
consider your ways, and has the Lord ever givenymilerstanding in all
things, and especially how that some of your wagsverong? Did He
ever show you that your ways by nature are leathrendless ruin? John
Newton says,

“Stop, poor sinner! stop and think
Before you farther go!
Will you sport upon the brink
Of everlasting woe?”

It is only the Lord in His mercy brings us to stapd consider. That is
why Paul says it even to his beloved Timothy. Yweed the Lord to give
you understanding in all these things.

During the Napoleonic wars, | think it was at Whde, there was a
British officer hurrying along on horseback, wheremthing was pitch
black in the middle of the night. Suddenly therasva flash of light, and
he saw there was an abyss, and he would have gen¢oohis destruction.
It so made him consider that this was where he spagually as well as
naturally, on the brink of everlasting woe.



But do you consider these things? When you lezhapel this
morning, will you be considering these things? Ahg afternoon, will
you spend any time considering these things? Ahatabout tomorrow
morning? Will you be considering these things, vall they all be
forgotten? “The Lord give thee understanding intleihgs,” because we
do not have this understanding unless the LordHbly Spirit gives it.
But one great miracle of the new birth, one greatace of true
conversion, is that you will begin to consider #hésings.

“Pause, my soul!” — that is the stopping and cdeisng —
“Pause, my soul! and ask the question,
Art thou ready to meet God?”

And this is the vital question. Do you ever stapd pause, and consider?

“Am | made a real Christian?” — not an imitationeoor a formal
one — “Am | made a real Christian,
Washed in the Redeemer’s blood?”

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” So you cannot separate these two partheofverse. God has
joined them together. If the Lord does give usarathnding of our ways —
wrong ways, sinful ways, lost ways, ways going tlost eternity — if the
Lord does give us an understanding of these thitings) we will pause,
and we will stop, and we will consider our ways.

Do you know what it will make you do? It will makou pray. It
will make you pray to the Lord that you might bght. It will make you
pray to the Lord that He might forgive you, andttHa might save you by
His grace with an everlasting salvation, and thatwill wash you in the
Saviour’'s precious blood. That is what consideratwill lead you to,
because there will be a gracious effect of it. WHyecause it is the Holy
Spirit’s work in your heart, and when He beginsoadjwork in you, He
“will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” dan say to you this
morning with all my heart in love and affectionytour souls, “Consider
what | say,” but it is only Almighty God by His Spiwho can work in
your hearts and give you understanding of thesegshi That is a good
prayer for young and old: Lord, in Thy love and oyemgive me an
understanding of these things.



“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” That is the first thing. Under the teechof the Holy Spirit,
consider your ways. Now the second thing, andnetopen it up in this
way. Of course, | am going to speak to you abbetdear Saviour of
sinners, but in the beautiful Epistle to the Helgemhich is so full of
Christ, you have it three times; three times thal do consider.
“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heayealling, considerthe
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Chretuk.” And then again,
speaking of Christ, “made an High Priest for evéierathe order of
Melchisedec”: “Consider how great this Man.” And then thirdly,
“Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinnersregjadlimself,
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Ndwegnsider what | say,”
concerning the glorious Person and finished workhefincarnate Son of
God.

“Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee ustderding in all
things.” If He has given you an understanding adirysinful ways, if He
has given you an understanding of your need ofasalv, if He has given
you an understanding that you need to be righty the one is the remedy
to the other. “Consider your ways” — that is thalady. “Consider Him”
— that is the remedy. This is a blessed conteimopldbr young and old,
and whether you are beginning, or whether you ase geeking the Lord,
or whether you have been in the way many yeardfetdlessed with a
sweet, sacred consideration of our Lord and Sawesus Christ, who He
is, the Son of God from all eternity. Even thers Ftlelights were with
the sons of men,” “rejoicing in the habitable partdlis earth.” Consider
that wonderful love which He had to His chosen fralineternity, when
He had loved them with an everlasting love.

“Consider Him.” And O how He veiled His glory and the
fulness of time He came to this earth, born at Bé#m, born of a virgin,
“made of a woman, made under the law.” Considat e came with a
covenant purpose to save His people with an etantpsalvation, and
consider Him in His real, proper, sacred humaratyeal Man, that He
mighty sympathise and that He might understand, twad He might
suffer, bleed and die.

“Consider Him.” But especially consider Him insHdying love
and atoning blood, Gethsemane and the judgmen@ahdliCalvary. And
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consider Him in that great sacrifice when He foerefput away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself,” and “perfected for ever thetrat are sanctified.”
Consider Him in His glorious resurrection and aseamto heaven, and
consider Him there almighty to save.

The one is the answer to the other. O the LonE grou
understanding in these things. But if you havenbleught to consider
your ways, and if in any measure you have a littiderstanding — and the
Lord is so sovereign in the way He leads and teaehsut as you consider
the glorious Person and finished work of our Loe$us, you will be
brought to consider just how much you need Him. atTls a good
beginning when you feel your need of a Saviour. u¥aill begin to
consider you cannot do without Him, and the Lordl vgive you
understanding in all things, and you will see aevagtraction in Him, and
as you are brought to consider Him, you will wamkhow Him, whom to
know is eternal life.

As you consider Him, you will pray to Him, and yall consider
the things you need as you pray to Him. You waill dictate to Him, but it
is an urgent, pressing case. It is “Give me Chaseklse | die.” You will
be praying that He will forgive you, that He willash you in His precious
blood, that He will save you, that He will prepayeu for heaven.
“Consider what | say,” concerning your lost comdtiti but concerning the
glorious Person and finished work of the Savio®ut to consider this:
that He is as willing to save the needy soul assHble.

You will be brought to consider that He has maomes precious
promises. As you consider Him, you will considee twords He speaks.
You will consider a word like this, a precious pieelike this: “Him” —
and Bunyan says there have been some strange, dvitkes have
ventured on Christ, but they have been receivétim“that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out.” And you will considesome encouraging
words like this: “Come unto Me, all ye that laband are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest.”

But do not forget that threefold word in the Ejgigb the Hebrews.

It is this; it is considering His complete suitdlyilto meet your need:

“Consider the Apostle” — that is the One that tlehEr has sent — “the

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Chrissuk.” It is a lovely

theme, to consider Him as a great High Priest,ntaydown His life a
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sacrifice, and then rising, ascending, for eveintercede, the sinner’'s
Advocate with God, the one Mediator whose advoceser fails.

“Consider Him.” “Consider how great this Man” ket greatness
of His mercy, and His love, and His faithfulnessd &His power to save.
“Consider Him that endured” — O what a word thistie Lord give you
understanding <such contradiction.” You can see the persecution of
Herod there; you can see Satan in the wilderness; can go to the
judgment hall; and O the wonders of the crosSuch contradictionof
sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied armd faiyour minds.”

“Consider your ways,” and “Consider Him,” and “Giher what |
say; and the Lord give thee understanding in aligdh” Beloved friends,
as you leave chapel, as you go home, this afteraodnduring this week,
and perhaps when you are awake in the night, mealzdhd bless you with
this consideration of these things that really sratand “the Lord give
thee understanding in all things.” And as you ad&sthe Saviour, you
will learn the answer to that question: “What thyeof Christ?” And He
will endear Himself to you, and you will consideinHin love and in
affection, as the one thing needful. The Lord giga understanding in all
these things.
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