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Text: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, tleeg the sons of
God” (Romans 8. 14).

This is a gracious equation. What do | mean? Wit there is
on the one side completely equals what we havéemwther side. On the
one side we have “the sons of God”; on the otha®,sled by the Spirit of
God.” It means this: if you and | are led by ther of God, then we are
the sons of God. If we are among the Lord’s déddien by adoption and
grace, if we are among the sons of God, then wi Iskded by the Spirit
of God. If we know nothing of the leading of thpii8 of God, then we
are most certainly not among the sons of God. &hsra complete
equation here, a complete balance between oneasidéhe other.“As
many” — not one more, not one les§As manyas are led by the Spirit of
God,they” — and no others “They are the sons of God.”

So what a wonderful thing this is, the childrerGafd, to be found
amongst them! Why, this whole chapter speaks ohdedul things,
eternal blessings, soul-establishing truths. gite no condemnationit
ends,no separationand then all the way through we have everlasting lo
and the blessings of everlasting love, and thises of them: to be the sons
of God. O what an unspeakable mercy that guilbnesis should be
chosen, redeemed, called, forgiven! But this eatgr than that. Not just
pardoned, not just forgiven, but made the childvé@®od. “Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon aswé should be called
the sons of God.” That is, to have God for ouhEat

He is not the Father of everyone. The Word of @&osb clear on
this. That doctrine of the universal fatherhood>oid is one of the devil’s
deceptions. Only God’'s people, only His childrémaye God for their
Father. The Lord Jesus spoke of some and saidaf&®f your father the
devil.” That was strong language, but it was @meglage of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Sinners saved by grace Gadefor their Father,
their Father who loves them with an everlastingelotheir Father who
watches over them, cares for them, their Father winaplies all their



needs, their Father who will never leave them mosdke them. It is a
wonderful truth, sons of God, God His people’s Eaih Christ.

“Your heavenly Father ever lives,
And all His choicest treasure gives
To you, the favourites of His heart,
Nor will He ever with you part.”

Now it is nothing to do witldeserving. You cannot deserve to be
born a child. These are children by the new batld they have “an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and tfateth not away,” and
that inheritance comes to them because #neghildren, because theye
born again into the family, and thaye made “meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light.” So you see Wwonder of it — sons of
God, daughters of the Most High, children by admptand grace, loved
with an everlasting love, heirs of God, joint heiish Jesus.

“Behold what wondrous grace
The Father has bestowed
On sinners of a mortal race,
To call them sons of God.”

This is one of the soul-establishing truths of Romehapter 8.

But beloved friends, as we read through the chaptedoubt you
noticed that right from the beginning this kept @ognin: the Spirit, the
Holy Spirit. It is only those who are led by thpil8, only those who are
taught by the Spirit, who possess these wondetégdsings, whether it is
no condemnation,whether it is everlasting love,whether it isno
separation. “No condemnation to them ... who walk not after flesh, but
after the Spirit.” And it keeps coming in all thugh the chapter, that these
who possess these wonderful blessings, they kneviirit, they are led
by the Spirit.

And so here: “As many as are led by the SpiriGoti, they are the
sons of God.” There are a few different ways irchithis text could be
opened up. One would be to set out these leadindssay, if you have
them, you are a child of God, and if you do notehéivem, you are not.
Another, to set forth the privileges of sonshipd dhen to show how the
leading of the Spirit is the evidence of it. Blétway it has laid upon my
heart to bring it before you this evening: thisvigal, the leading of the
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Spirit. 1t is vital, and it is made very, very alethat it belongs to all the
people of God, every one of them. Now | would ltkesay a few things
on the leading of the Spirit, how important, howaViit is. O but that
longing desire, that prayer: may it be ours, mayeitmine, may | be led of
the Spirit, and so may | be sweetly assured that k child of God!

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” So the first thing in the Holy Spirit's woik the new birth. There
cannot be any leading and there cannot be anyitepoh those who are
still dead, dead in trespasses and sins. The thisg with the Holy
Spirit’'s work is to quicken a dead sinner into [ife find him loathsome in
his sins and blood and say unto him, “Live.” Aheén there is the moving,
and then there are the marks of life. “God, whadhk in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we wieiad in sins, hath
qguickened us together with Christ, (by grace yesaneed).” And now as
these sinners, eternally loved, are made alivéhe@ is this leading of the
Spirit. There must be this leading of the Spiriall of them.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” The sons of God are le&al a way of repentanceThe Lord Jesus
insisted on the necessity of it. He began His stipj “Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” — the vital needegentance. John the
Baptist preached repentance. All the apostleschexhrepentance. And
the Holy Spirit leads the sons of God in that wédyepentance. It is
inward and outward. As one of the old preacherns: saVhat is
repentance?” And he turned right round in the puwlth his back to the
congregation. It is a complete turning round. Tiiags you once loved,
you esteem them no more. The things you once skgpnow they are the
things that really matter. It is a turning awapnr your past life, a
bringing out of your past life. It is a turningpn sin to God. It is asking
your way to Zion with your faces thitherward. dtforsaking the world,
forsaking the world forever. But inwardly, in gteaor less measure that
heart made soft, that heart made tender in the’s. dedr, that contrition,
that confession, that sorrow for sin, that seekargiveness, that desire to
be prepared for heaven.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” So He leads them in that way of repentaand,Christ is exalted as
a Prince and a Saviour, “to give repentance teelsend forgiveness of
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sins.” Now may that repentance be ours. May vek s& We come to
chapel; we go home; but may we be under the leadimger the teaching
of the Holy Spirit, and may He lead us in this wdyepentance, feeling
our need as a sinner, seeking mercy, seeking sgalvat

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” Then the sons of God, led by the Spirit otiGare ledo the throne
of grace,all of them. They are led to the mercy seat $eohwith blood,
and there they are led in the way of prayer, tatgipray, led to pray for
mercy, divinely led, praying to be forgiven, divipded, praying to be
prepared for heaven, to be prepared when time bhatio more, prepared
to stand before God’'s face. The Holy Spirit leatsers to God in that
way of prayer. “Out of self to Jesus lead.” Hade them to the throne of
grace. ltis a throne of grace. “Let us therefore come boldhyo the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and dirate to help in time
of need.” He leads them to the mercy seat sprihkig¢h blood, and that is
what they want. They make their wants and wisheswk. “Mercy,
through blood, they make their plea.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #dre sons of
God.” And then the Spirit of God leads the songGeoflin God’s holy
Word. As they read it, He directs their thoughts. Keytread the Word of
God, He draws out their affections to the Saviols.they read it, at times
He speaks to their hearts through it. As they read times He makes the
Word personal to them. Philip said to the eunutimderstandest thou
what thou readest?” How do you and | read? dsétr as led by the Spirit,
or do we always read formally? Do we want to fsmmething there?
Does the Lord ever speak through His Word? Does\tée apply it to our
hearts? Does it ever find us out? Does it everore us? Does it ever
correct us? Does it ever comfort us? | heardeagher say in my early
days — and | knew what he meant — if your relig®meal, you will love
the Word of God, and there will be some pieceg gbu will love more
than others.

But the sons of God will be led by the Spirit addsin the Word of
God. That is our prayer: “Lead me in Thy truthgdaeach me: for Thou
art the God of my salvation; on Thee do | waitlad day.”

“Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near;
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Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #dre sons of
God.” And then the sons of Godhen they meet for worshigre led by
the Spirit of God. It is Sunday; it is half pasht or it is six o’clock; it is
chapel time. We come. Is that all? Has theren lzawy prayer before? Is
there any prayer as the service goes on? Do yaufpr the preacher on
the Saturday, and do you pray for him on the Lod#ig? Do you pray for
this leading of the Spirit, that in public worshjipu might be divinely led?
| often say at the beginning, may we meet undeirtfigence of grace, or
may we meet under the influence of the Holy SpiNt/hat a difference
that makes! Do you ever come to chapel and evieytteems dead? Do
you ever come to chapel and everything seems alive?

O but the leading of the Spirit, a soft heart, andpirit of true
worship. It is a wonderful thing. It will not alys be a clear word, a clear
blessing, but it is a wonderful thing if there isspirit of worship, that
leading of the Spirit that our souls might be feithwthe bread of
everlasting life, and that leading of the Spiriyeu have a need, and the
Lord knows what it is. The preacher does not,ifotlere is the leading of
the Spirit, then the Word will touch your case andill enter into your
heart.

O in our public worship, we do need this leadifighe Spirit. We
do not want it to be dry and dead and formal. Veatwhe sweet savour of
Christ. We want the heavenly dew descending upennountains of
Zion. “For there the Lord commanded the Dblessiagen life for
evermore.” It is “where two or three are gatheiegkther in My name” —
we need the Holy Spirit to gather us together enritame of Jesus — “there
am | in the midst.” To be true worshippers.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” Then you see, the sons of God are led bySpeit in their
Christian behaviour.“Our conversation is in heaven.” A child of Gisd
saved by grace alone, but that grace which saveanctifies. That grace
which saves, it frees from the yoke of sin and lledthe grace that saves,
it keeps. The grace that saves, it affects yohabeur. Now if you are
among the sons of God and led by the Spirit of Gouill affect your
behaviour. Cowper says,
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“But none shall reach that happy place,
Or God’s unclouded glory see;
Who talks of free and sovereign grace,
Unless that grace has made him free.”

We do want to know the leading of the Holy Spirit aur lives, our
behaviour, what the New Testament calls our walke closing chapters
of all the epistles tell the sons of God how they @ walk, how they are
to behave. “l ... beseech you that ye walk wortiythe vocation
wherewith ye are called.” “As dear children ...Ikvim love, as Christ also
hath loved us.”

Well, how can the sons of God walk worthy? Than ceverbe
worthy, but how can thewalk worthy? As dear children, as led by the
Spirit of God, sweetly constrained by love, led the paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake, in the whol€lwaistian behaviour to
seek to be under the sweet and solemn and sadteenice of the Holy
Spirit of God.

“Lead me, Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness,
Make Thy way plain before my face.”

O you want to be led by the right way, to be ledha things you do and
the things you do not do, the way you act, the yay speak, the way you
behave. We are so weak, so helpless, so foolismeed the same Holy
Spirit who inspired the Word of God to lead uskézp us, to draw us, to
constrain us, to help us, to be with us, to uphsd- all these things. But
O to be led by the Spirit of God in our daily liéad our conversation.
“Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospélhrist.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #dre sons of
God.” And thentrouble. You say, What, “trouble like a gloomy cloudy”?
Well, as the Lord leads His people, as the sort3oaf are led by the Spirit
of God, as the great Shepherd leads His flockethes the green pastures,
there are the still waters, but there is the vatiéyhe shadow of death
when all seems dark and all seems wrong. Buttide divinely led, for
your spirit to be kept, to know something of sulsiua. “He led them
forth by the right way, that they might go to ayaf habitation.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” But then there iprovidence. We need leading there. You have a
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problem at work. You have something tomorrow. Ywave a letter you
need to write, or you have a letter that needs arisg, or there is an
unexpected telephone call, or you have a very itapbdecision to make;
you have a choice. Do you think you can do itaingelf? Well, we have
tried, and we have failed. “As many as are ledheySpirit of God.” We
want this sweet, gentle leading of the Spirit ofdGi all these decisions,
in all these choices, in these great things anldase small things.

“Show me what | have to do;
Every hour my strength renew.”

To be led by the Spirit of God. Sometimes theeethingsin the
church of God.O they need dealing with so carefully. “He thahdleth a
matter wisely shall find good.” To be led by theirg of God. You have
things in your family; there will always be thingsyour family. To be led
by the Spirit of God. And your relationships wather people. They can
easily go wrong. To be led by the Spirit of Gothey will not be wrong
then.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” Now may there be that burden and exercigh you and me that
we might know these leadings. If we are amongcthielren of God, may
we know these leadings. May we know them as atsexgdence that we
are the children of God. If we have a sweet hdye tve are, then on
mercy's ground we can expect them. We do need .thdimey are so
important, so vital.

The great point in the Holy Spirit's leadinglesading a sinner to
Christ. Now that is the great need; that is the vitaldneeknow some of
you get a bit troubled and tried. You feel you kna little about the
wonderful love of God; even you feel you know agmwes Jesus; but O
what do | know of the Holy Spirit? Every movemaeaityour soul after
Christ is the leading of the Holy Spirit. Do net Satan cheat you out of
that, rob you of it. You young ones, how many he beginning, Satan
will try you and tempt you that you do not know rhuaf the Holy Spirit's
work. His work always glorifies the Saviour. Hi®rk always makes the
Saviour attractive. His work always leads you twi§&. “Out of self to
Jesus lead!”



So our hymnwriter prays that beautiful prayer: &teus to Christ,
our only rest.” “There remaineth therefore a teghe people of God.” It
is in Christ, and in Christ alone. But | am weagyd | am seeking it, but |
am not finding it. | have not attained. | have found that resting place.
“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, theytheesons of God.” Then
that blessed work, leading a sinner in his need laglglessness and
weariness to Him who has kindly said, “Come unto, Bleye that labour
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” “l@ad us to Christ, our
only rest.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” The psalmist puts it very, very beautifultilis leading to Christ.
“When my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the el is higher than I.”
Is there anybody this evening with your spirit avieelmed within you
because of your sins, or because of your circurnes@rbecause of what
you are passing through, because of the unknown? vislyhen my heart is
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is highentha To find a refuge
from the storm, to find a hiding place there, tosheltering in the clefts of
the rock, to find a sure foundation there, the RotRges. “Lead me to
the rock that is higher than I.” That is what thaly Spirit does. He leads
a sinner to Christ, the Rock of Ages.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” Especially are the sons of God ledthe blood of Christthe
fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness. TEhitled by the Spirit of
God, unworthy, sinful, defiled. O the fountain apgands, the blood of
Christ that cleanses from all sin. But lead meehéO may the Holy Spirit
lead me there, bring me there, draw me there, and

“Plunge me in that crimson ocean,
Thy atonement made for sin;

Freed from trusting empty notion,
May | feel Thy power within.”

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #re sons of
God.” And thenthe love of Christithe love of Christ that passeth
knowledge. “The Lord direct your hearts into thed of God, and into the
patient waiting for Christ.” We hear of it; we ceaf it; we sing of it. O
but sweetly to be led into it!



“The love of Christ is rich and free,
Fixed on His own eternally;
Nor earth, nor hell, can it remove;
Long as He lives, His own He'll love.”

Then may the blessed Spirit of God lead me to €htes know His
precious blood, to know His amazing love, to feglimerest in it.

Beloved friends, these are real things, solid thingoul-
establishing things, vital things. The sons of Gdoved with an
everlasting love, heaven their eternal portion, ere on earth, led by the
Spirit of God. It is a wonderful word: “He led tineonsafely,” and there
is this safety in the leading of the Holy Spirit they pass from death to
life, as they pass from earth to heaven, led bySpiit of God. O may
these blessed leadings be mine, and so may theh®$&e clear marks that
despite my sin, | am a child of God.

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they #dre sons of
God.”
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